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VIA: AIR POUCH DISPATCH NO. OELA-5323
KAPOK

18 February 1954
| TO: C 1
FR(M:  Chief 7 - 3
SUBJECT: GENERAL - SHAM/OBOPUS
| SPECIFIC - Transmittal of Review

REFERENCE: OELA-5101

1. Enclosed herewith is a copy of the Review of VALUABLE
Activities for the year 1953 received from AIRCERT.

2. AIRCERT requested that ({__ —1 not forward a copy of this
review to Rome due to. the fact that AIRCERT felt most of it was not
of interest to {__ _T} and for security reasons should not go to that
place. [ —J 1s therefore complying with AIRCERT's wishes in
this matter although after review of the document, [~ 3 believes

AIRCERT is being overly concerned about tre sensitivity or the report
in question. ‘
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n esarly 1953 8.1.8., was invited by the Foveign Office,
‘o carry ofxt tmlgal?.gwing actign with regard to Albsnia im 1953:

(1) To continme intelligence operations into
Albsnia, in accordance with the gensral priorities of
defence intelligence drawn up by the J.I.C.

~ (14) To cemtinue support of the National Camnlttee
for a free Albenia in collsboration with G, X.A,

(111) To earry out periocdic leeflet reids on the
scale of approximately one every three months (thees
reids to be ocarried out by the R.A.E., and the aireralt
not to approasch nearer than 15 n-mllee to known A.A.
gun defended areas).

Be

1. - "~ Phree penstration operations were originally planned
for 1953, but sgent difficulties end a domestic decision not to
inriltrate VALUABLE agents by sea, resulted in our reoruiting and
training enly two teams, a prejected operation to the VALOEA

ares being abandonsd., Of the is0 teams trained, LUCID, a party
of 5 men osrrying W/T, wae infiltrated overlsnd from Greece in
July with brief to esteblish themselves in the TIRANA area and
exploit thelr loesl oontacts for intelligence purposss, In the
event, the leader of LUCID preoved unauitable te fulfill his mission
andg t{w toam returned to Greege after spending omnly 10 dsys in
Albania. The party wes, however, reconstituted under a new leader
and a8 LUCID Il returmed to Albenle with e similar cobjeotive and
brief in Auguet. Subsequent news of this party has been very
meagre, but there are indications that they earried ocut thpir
misalion to some extent end are now im Yugoaslavia. We arye trying
to obtaln ths full story.

2e - We planned to infiltrate our other trained team, also
equipped with W/¥, into Northern Albanis to establish themselves
snd contast potentlal informemnts and resistance elements atill
surviving in that arca. We were, however, at the lsst moment
unsble to leunch this operation owing to other claims om the use
of our special aircrafi (land infiltration from Greese is not a
practieal propoeition for Horthern Albania in the eyes of .
penstiration agents). This teem team has acnseguently been put inte
reserve for 1954 operations, . o

3e - . One farther operation into Albenia was undertaksn

by a lonf egent. He was, however, only sble to work for a short
- time in Eeet Qentral Albania before winter set in. The

intelligence dividend wss very small.

4o A defector-inducement operation against en officisl in
The TIRANA Ministry of Egpeign Trade was carried ocut by letters
posted inside Albania, but Ro success resulted.

5¢ . In the course of 1953 several Albanian refugeos sought
asylum in Austria after spending some time in Yugoslavia and

we made arrangements for their interrogatiem. Apart from their
information on Albania, these refugees provided comprehensive
intelligenee on the U,D.B.-~dominated Prisyen Comnittee of
Albanian emigres in Yugoslavia which wae well received by the
Fereign 0ffiae. ‘ ’ _
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6s Cencentration cn merchent shipping as & mesns of |
penetruting Albanie resulted in some ¢overage of the ports of .
DURAZZO snd VALONA and an ineressed flow of statiastiosl intelligence

concerning cayrgoes handled by these two parts.

1e A lialoon efficer was statiomed in Rowe throughout
1553 and together with his C.J1.A. oolloegus maintained almost dailly
contect with the Albenian emigre leadcers.

2e A number of written articles, prees outtings snd phetographs
have beem provided ror inclusion in the offiolel N.C.F.A. mewspaper
“SHGIPERIA" whioh has oantinued to appear regularly twieo a mont

3e . Assistanoe has been given to members of the N.C.F.A. to
‘attend international gatherings such as the meetings of FPree Lawyers

in Berlin and the U.N., Comaiseicn on 8lave Labour Geneva and provide
evidence of conditions imside Albanis, o

L, . Efforts were made to bring the H.C.F.A. tnd the »ival
Yugoslave-run Prigren Comaittee into contest with s view to strengthening
the Albaniah emigration as & whols, but we met with only limited
success before the TRIESTE orisis caused us to shelve our planse

for the time being. S

Se At 8 meeting with C.I,A. in London in Ootober both
VALUABLE end PLEND agrecd that a veorganisation of the Commlttee must
be underteken both to wi ita eppeal within the counlry and smong
the emigration and to infuse new life into the Comaittse which, in
five years of its existence, had split into two groupa more
concerned with opposing each other than focusing their attention

on the task of libeoreting their country. In addition, G.X.A. were

- required to reduce expenditure en the N.C.P.A. which they eatirely
finencs, D

6. A8 & result, the Committee has been brosdensd to inoclude
adherents of twe politicsl faotlons not hitherto repreeented, but
soms nmembers of the old Comaittse have declined for net altegether
henest motives to serve an the reorganised N.C.P.A. We ave not
- at pressnt unduly worried by this develepuent snd are hoperul

of finding in the new Comaittee an improved front organisation,

In eonformity with our directive;, four leaflet ‘
seattering reids were succesafully cerried out over Albania Quring
1953, In the courss of thess sortiea a total of 2,535,000
leaflets wore dropped over the main towns and roads throughout
the country, in the csee of AA. defended towns advantages
being taken of the wind to zllow the lesflets te yeach theiy
ochjeotives. The first of these raids (in Mareoh) was carpied
- out by the R.A.F., but for the subsequelifihree, use was made,

with Foreign Office approval, of our sterileé aireraft. No
eerious opposition waz encountered on any oocasion.

2. The oontents of the leaflets (which are sttributed to

the N.G.B’.A;% were designed to keep the spirit of reeistance alive
and t¢ report Oommmist sect-backs in Easterm Burope likely to have
repereussions in Albenia. In late November we dropped a special
text reminding Albenisns of their pre-war Naticmsl Day which falls
on 28th Nevembsr, but 18 not recognised by the pressent regime,

/30.-.00... '
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3o ‘mxperiments made during 1953 have shown that we can

now despatéh far more leaflets per raid then hitherto, and cculd
- gomfortably drop 2 million at a time in fature.

Yo . Neo sction was taken during the year to drop the

uzerul artieles such &8 razor blades and needlss with N.C.F.A. tags
attached whieh we have had in atore from the time of projectad
aperations of this eort in 1952 when C.1.A. asked ue to held our
hends st the regueat of the Department cf S8tate. (The Amsricans
were sccused by TIRANA Redlo in 1952 of spreading baoteriological
warfere to Burope when they droppéd flour into Albania.) OC.I.A.
have now, however, received authority from the Department of
8tate to resume artiaele and food drops, and im late 1953 FILND
dropped some syrticles during flights maede primsrily for other
purpeses, They intend to continue such operations at least until
their present stocks ere exhaustod.

Se Throughout 1953 we geve our advice to PIEND ommiag'
progrsmmes produced by them for the clandestins vadio "The Vobeeo
of Free Albania", which 1s boamed to Albaenia fpom Greecs, '

B. CONCLUSIONS

1. We hsve astiefacterily fulfilled pointa (1i1) amd (11i)
of our diregtive, Vie hope 1n the future, as a result of our
re-organisation of the N.C.F.A., t0 be able to work through a
more efricieant mnd representstive body. We are alec now in a
position to drop a greater guantity of leaflets during our ralds
and to saturste particular avess if such action is reqguired,

24 In ths intelligence field, our penetiratien operations
(mainly through leck of technical weans of infiltration given
the low priority of the Albsmien target) did mot presper ss we
had hoped, and the intelligenee yield hes been poor. We have,
howover, tapped other scurees of information on Albanis not
proviously tackled and have hopes of maintaining, through this
coverage, the encouraging initial results achieved.

3. Our meoeting in Londen with FI-ND in Uctobep enabled us
Jointly to review our Albanian activities. we found that the

two Services wore very close tovether in their thinking on the

p roblems involved; but that C.I.A. were camaitted to & rather more
forward policy aimed at detaching Albania from the Soviet bloak and
that they conseguently ,roposed to undertake rather more propaganda
action im 1954. Theyiiik not, however, envisege attompting to
solve the problem by pars-military means. '

Lo . Our asppreclation of the situation inside Albanie
resulting from our work in 1953 does not differ im any materiel
degree fraom the thoughts expresssed in our Review of & year ago.
While active pesistance to the Communist regime remains aporsdic
(we have received independent reports of mmsll centres of -
resistance activity only Trom Northern Albsnia) we believe that
the spirit of resistangec and failth in the N.C.F.A. remain alive,
though the vest maejority of Albanians are guite unwilling to
take aeny astion which might bring reprisals on their heads.

The aim of comslderable Yugoslav sgent end propagenda esotivity
in Albanis remains obsoure, but seems coneerned with the winning
of the TIRANA regime over to TITO Communiasm,
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